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Gesangsdialekte der Goldammer Emberiza citrinella in der Schweiz

Philip Ambühl, Sharina van Boheemen, Pavel Pipek, Petr Procházka und Markus U. Ehrengruber
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Abb. 1.
-

Sonogram of a Yellowhammer song showing the repetitive beginning ele-
ments (0–1.5 s) as well as the terminal elements (1.5–3 s) that define the dialect.



 

1. Untersuchungsgebiet und Methode

1.1. Untersuchungsgebiet
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1.2. Aufnahmen
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1.3. Auswertung

Abb. 2.
-
-

Schematic summary of known Yellowhammer dialects (modified from Petrusková et al. 2015). Capi-
tal letters indicate song elements, while lowercase letters more exactly describe these elements, i.e., for X: l = 
long, s = short, and for B: l = low, h = high, e = equal. Terminal elements C, D, and E specify a descending, 
constant, and increasing tone pitch, respectively. Classification according to Hansen (1985).
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2. Ergebnisse
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Tab. 1.
-
-
-

Distribution of our Yellowhammer 
song recordings in the five different cantons. Of the 
42 recorded individuals, 28 could be assigned to one 
of the four dialects shown below. The types XlB and 
XsB have one long terminal song element (group 1: 
«cheese»), while BC and BE have two long terminal 
elements (group 2: «cheese please»).
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Abb. 3.

Locations of song recordings, recorded by the first author between 13 June and 21 July 2015. In some places 
we examined more than one Yellowhammer individual. Squares = dialect group 1 («cheese», cf. Table 1) with 
XlB (red), XsB (dark red), and X (empty) showing only one (long) terminal element; circles = dialect group 
2 («cheese please») with BC (yellow) and BE (green); B (triangle) cannot be clearly assigned to any of these 
two groups.

Abb. 4. -
Sonogram of the type XlB, 

recorded in Meilen (canton of Zurich) on 14 July 2015.
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Abb. 5. So-
nogram of the type BE, recorded at the lake of Canova near Paspels (Grisons) on 13 July 2015.

Abb. 6. -
Sonogram of the type BC (the C element is weakly discernible), recorded on 

Mount Tamaro (Ticino) on 21 July 2015.
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3. Diskussion

Abb. 7. -

Dialect distribution map based 
on all recordings deposited in yellowhammers.net (by 3 August 2016), including our own data. Squares = 
group 1 dialects («cheese», cf. Table 1) with XlB (red), XsB (dark red), and X without second terminal ele-
ment (emp ty); circles = group 2 dialects («cheese please») with BC (yellow), BE (green), and BD (grey); 
B (triangle) cannot be clearly assigned to any of these two groups; XsBC has three terminal elements.
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